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Grammy Awards and 18 more W.C. 
Handy awards—more than any other 
artist. In 2003, he received the National 
Medal of Arts for his extraordinary 
contributions to the creation, growth, 
and support in the arts. He was in-
ducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of 
Fame in 2005 and the Louisiana Music 
Hall of Fame in 2008. Billboard Maga-
zine gave him the Century Award for 
distinguished artistic achievement, 
and Rolling Stone ranked him at No. 23 
on the list of 100 Greatest Guitarists. 

If that is not impressive enough, Eric 
Clapton once described him as the best 
guitar player alive. And Guy’s songs 
have been covered by Led Zeppelin, 
Eric Clapton, the Rolling Stones, 
Stevie Ray Vaughan, John Mayall, 
Jack Bruce, and others. 

Although Guy was born in Louisiana, 
today Chicago, IL, is proud to claim 
him as one of our own. In 1989 he 
opened Buddy Guy’s Legends in Chi-
cago, and it remains one of the most 
successful blues joints in the city. He 
has been called Windy City’s reigning 
blues artist and the last strand linking 
the immortal Chicago bluesmen of the 
1950s with the contemporary blues 
scene. Mayor Rahm Emanuel called 
Guy a ‘‘great Chicago treasure.’’ 

As one of his album titles suggests, 
he ‘‘Can’t Quit the Blues.’’ Even well 
into his seventies, he is making music. 
Guy tours constantly, appearing at 
blues clubs and festivals around the 
world, and he won his most recent 
Grammy in 2012. 

President Obama called Guy ‘‘one of 
the last guardians of the great Amer-
ican blues.’’ And on December 2, Guy 
was recognized at a White House recep-
tion as one of the 2012 Kennedy Center 
honorees for his contribution to the 
arts. 

As Guy said himself, ‘‘From picking 
cotton in the field to picking a guitar 
in the White House, that is a long ways 
man.’’ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DAVE WHITE 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, after 
nearly four decades of service with the 
Natural Resources Conservation Serv-
ice, NRCS, at the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, last week, Mr. Dave White 
settled into retirement. He will be 
missed for his dedication, enthusiasm, 
and steadfast support of conservation 
causes, as well as his keen sense of 
humor and sharp wit, which kept both 
his staff, and Members of Congress, on 
their toes. 

During his long career, Dave has 
shown great leadership in conserva-
tion, improving the Nation’s land man-
agement policies and practices, and en-
suring that we meet our shared goal for 
sustaining agriculture and natural re-
sources. His work has ensured that pri-
vate lands are conserved, restored, and 
more resilient to environmental chal-
lenges, a goal that has grown in impor-
tance as weather disasters like Trop-
ical Storm Irene, Hurricane Sandy, and 
the record drought still gripping the 

Midwest become more frequent and se-
vere. 

Dave wore many hats during his time 
at NRCS. From 2002 to 2008, he served 
as the State Conservationist in Mon-
tana where he helped farmers and 
ranchers improve agricultural produc-
tion, while at the same time reducing 
their impact on the environment. After 
learning about Dave’s many out-
standing achievements in Montana, my 
only regret was that we were not able 
to add NRCS State Conservationist in 
Vermont to Chief White’s already ster-
ling resume. 

Later, in 2007 and 2008, Dave was de-
tailed to Senator HARKIN’s office, 
where his help in drafting the con-
servation title of the 2008 farm bill was 
immeasurable. I am deeply thankful 
for his assistance on this vital legisla-
tion, and for his thoughtful consider-
ation of programs that have been so 
vital to Vermont’s conservation ef-
forts, such as the Environmental Qual-
ity Incentives Program, the Farmland 
Protection Program, and Regional Eq-
uity, which have all contributed to the 
protection and improvement of Lake 
Champlain. President Obama then ap-
pointed Dave to lead NRCS, a role that 
he has filled admirably for 4 years 
working closely with Secretary Vilsack 
to advance voluntary, incentive-based 
private land conservation. 

I would like to offer my sincere grati-
tude to Chief White for his years of 
dedicated service to this Nation. I wish 
him well in his retirement and I hope 
he will come visit us soon in Vermont 
to sample our many delicious ‘‘value- 
added’’ agricultural products. 

f 

REMEMBERING LIEUTENANT 
RUSSELL NEARY 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, 
today I wish to remember Lieutenant 
Russell Neary, a brave volunteer fire-
fighter who was killed in the line of 
duty during Hurricane Sandy. He 
served the Town of Easton as President 
of the Easton Volunteer Fire Company 
and volunteer EMT and worked in 
Stamford as a vice president of General 
Reinsurance Company. He was deeply 
respected as a friendly and compas-
sionate resident and beloved father and 
husband. I know his family well. 

When Sandy struck Connecticut the 
evening of October 29, Lieutenant 
Neary responded to a call without hesi-
tation—one of the many evenings over 
the past 13 years when he put himself 
in harm’s way to respond to a resident 
in need. Tragically, when clearing the 
road of a fallen branch, he was fatally 
injured. Lieutenant Neary was the first 
firefighter in Easton’s history to die in 
the line of duty. His family has a his-
tory of public service, including his 
brother Fire Marshal Peter Neary. 

In the following days after this trag-
edy, members of neighboring fire de-
partments and emergency responders 
volunteered their time to assist Easton 
Fire Company firefighters, allowing 
them to mourn the death of their col-

league and friend—a demonstration of 
brotherhood and solidarity across Con-
necticut public safety personnel. 

Regarded as family by Chief James 
M. Girardi and fellow members of the 
Easton Volunteer Fire Company, Lieu-
tenant Neary was tearfully mourned 
and remembered for days after his 
tragic death as ‘‘a powerful force of 
good will and compassion to all who 
met him.’’ He was recalled by many as 
a sincere member of the community 
who genuinely cared for and enjoyed 
helping others. I joined more than 1,000 
people—gathered from around Con-
necticut, the Nation, and even Canada 
to pay tribute to this remarkable pub-
lic servant. His legacy will live on 
through this spirit of giving that has 
touched and inspired so many. 

I am honored to salute Lieutenant 
Neary and invite my Senate colleagues 
to join me in commemorating the life 
of this gracious first responder, friend, 
and family member, who lost his life 
while keeping others safe from harm. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

HONORING DONALD SINGER 
Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, today I 

wish to honor of Col. Donald M. Singer, 
an airman who fought in Vietnam and 
a hero of America. 

Donald and his wife Elizabeth had 
four children. 

He was stationed as an Electronic 
Warfare Officer at Barksdale Air Force 
Base in Louisiana. This Nation called 
Donald Singer to service in Vietnam in 
April of 1966. After training in Cali-
fornia and before his deployment over-
seas, Donald got to attend the con-
firmation of his oldest daughter, 10- 
year-old Susan. That was the last time 
Susan saw her dad. 

Maj. Donald Singer was selected to 
be part of an elite group of airmen 
known as the ‘‘Wild Weasels.’’ In Au-
gust of 1966, on a mission north of 
Hanoi, North Vietnamese forces shot 
down his F–105 fighter jet. Both men on 
board ejected. 

Nobody knows exactly what hap-
pened after that. But reports indicate 
Donald’s parachute never fully opened. 
And he was never heard from again. 
The U.S. Government considered Don-
ald missing in action and despite his 
status, promoted him to the rank of 
colonel. 

Eleven years later, in 1977, the Singer 
family got a phone call. Donald’s re-
mains had been found. And at last, he 
was coming home to the United States. 
Today, Colonel Singer’s remains rest at 
Arlington National Cemetery. 

Although Colonel Singer was a deco-
rated airman, his family never received 
all the honors he earned in service to 
this Nation. 

It was my honor to present them to 
his daughter Susan, on her birthday, 
December 7, 2012. On behalf of a grate-
ful nation, I presented Col. Donald 
Singer’s Purple Heart, Air Force Com-
mendation Medal, and his Presidential 
Unit Citation. 
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It was also my honor to present the 

Bronze Service Star for the National 
Defense Service Medal, the Republic of 
Vietnam Gallantry Cross with Palm 
Ribbon, and the Bronze Service Star 
for the Vietnam Service Medal. 

These decorations are small tokens, 
but they are powerful symbols of true 
heroism, sacrifice, and dedication to 
service. 

They are presented on behalf of a na-
tion that will never forget Donald 
Singer’s heroism. 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
RECEIVED DURING ADJOURNMENT 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 
Under the authority of the order of 

the Senate of December 6, 2012, the fol-
lowing enrolled bills, previously signed 
by the Speaker of the House, were 
signed on December 6, 2012, during the 
adjournment of the Senate, by the Act-
ing President pro tempore (Mr. REID). 

S. 3486. An act to implement the provisions 
of the Hague Agreement and the Patent Law 
Treaty. 

H.R. 6634. An act to change the effective 
date for the Internet publication of certain 
financial disclosure forms. 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 
Under the authority of the order of 

the Senate of January 5, 2011, the Sec-
retary of the Senate, on December 7, 
2012, during the adjournment of the 
Senate, received a message from the 
House of Representatives announcing 
that the Speaker had signed the fol-
lowing enrolled bill: 

H.R. 6156. An act to authorize the exten-
sion of nondiscriminatory treatment (nor-
mal trade relations treatment) to products 
of the Russian Federation and Moldova and 
to require reports on the compliance of the 
Russian Federation with its obligations as a 
member of the World Trade Organization, 
and for other purposes. 

Under the authority of the order of 
the Senate of December 6, 2012, the en-
rolled bill was signed on December 7, 
2012, during the adjournment of the 
Senate, by the Acting President pro 
tempore (Mr. REID). 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 

The following bill was read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar: 

S. 3664. A bill to provide for debt limit ex-
tensions. 

f 

ENROLLED BILL PRESENTED 

The Secretary of the Senate reported 
that on today, December 10, 2012, she 
had presented to the President of the 
United States the following enrolled 
bill: 

S. 3486. An act to implement the provisions 
of the Hague Agreement and the Patent Law 
Treaty. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–8509. A communication from the Chief 
of Staff, Media Bureau, Federal Communica-
tions Commission, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Creation 
of a Low Power Radio Service’’ (MM Docket 
No. 99–25; FCC 12–144) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on December 
5, 2012; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–8510. A communication from the Attor-
ney-Advisor, U.S. Coast Guard, Department 
of Homeland Security, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Shipping and Transportation; Technical, 
Organizational, and Conforming Amend-
ments’’ (RIN1625–AB87) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on December 
5, 2012; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–8511. A communication from the Attor-
ney-Advisor, U.S. Coast Guard, Department 
of Homeland Security, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Drawbridge Operation Regulation; Schuyl-
kill River, Philadelphia, PA’’ ((RIN1625– 
AA09) (Docket No. USCG–2012–0625)) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on December 5, 2012; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–8512. A communication from the Attor-
ney-Advisor, U.S. Coast Guard, Department 
of Homeland Security, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Drawbridge Operation Regulation; Atlantic 
Intracoastal Waterway (AIWW), Newport 
River, Morehead City, NC’’ ((RIN1625–AA09) 
(Docket No. USCG–2012–0628)) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on De-
cember 5, 2012; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–8513. A communication from the Attor-
ney-Advisor, U.S. Coast Guard, Department 
of Homeland Security, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Spe-
cial Local Regulations; Palm Beach World 
Championship, Atlantic Ocean; Jupiter, FL’’ 
((RIN1625–AA08) (Docket No. USCG–2012– 
0721)) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on December 5, 2012; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–8514. A communication from the Attor-
ney-Advisor, U.S. Coast Guard, Department 
of Homeland Security, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Spe-
cial Local Regulation Clearwater Super Boat 
National Championship Race, Gulf of Mex-
ico; Clearwater, FL’’ ((RIN1625–AA08) (Dock-
et No. USCG–2012–0452)) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on December 
5, 2012; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–8515. A communication from the Attor-
ney-Advisor, U.S. Coast Guard, Department 

of Homeland Security, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Spe-
cial Local Regulations; Red Bull Flugtag 
Miami, Biscayne Bay; Miami, FL’’ ((RIN1625– 
AA08) (Docket No. USCG–2012–0728)) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on December 5, 2012; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–8516. A communication from the Attor-
ney-Advisor, U.S. Coast Guard, Department 
of Homeland Security, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Spe-
cial Local Regulations; 2012 Ironman 70.3 
Miami, Biscayne Bay, Miami, FL’’ ((RIN1625– 
AA08) (Docket No. USCG–2012–0559)) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on December 5, 2012; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–8517. A communication from the Attor-
ney-Advisor, U.S. Coast Guard, Department 
of Homeland Security, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Regulated Navigation Area; Columbus Day 
Weekend, Biscayne Bay, Miami, FL’’ 
((RIN1625–AA11) (Docket No. USCG–2012– 
0191)) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on December 5, 2012; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–8518. A communication from the Attor-
ney-Advisor, U.S. Coast Guard, Department 
of Homeland Security, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Regulated Navigation Area; Thames River 
Degaussing Range Replacement Operations; 
New London, CT’’ ((RIN1625–AA11) (Docket 
No. USCG–2012–0623)) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on December 5, 
2012; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–8519. A communication from the Attor-
ney-Advisor, U.S. Coast Guard, Department 
of Homeland Security, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Regulated Navigation Area; East River, 
Flushing and Gowanus Bays, and Red Hook 
and Buttermilk Channels; New York, NY’’ 
((RIN1625–AA11) (Docket No. USCG–2012– 
0950)) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on December 5, 2012; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–8520. A communication from the Attor-
ney-Advisor, U.S. Coast Guard, Department 
of Homeland Security, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘In-
land Waterways Navigation Regulations’’ 
((RIN1625–AB84) (Docket No. USCG–2011– 
1086)) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on December 5, 2012; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–8521. A communication from the Attor-
ney-Advisor, U.S. Coast Guard, Department 
of Homeland Security, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Se-
curity Zone; Cruise Ships, Santa Barbara 
Harbor, Santa Barbara, California’’ 
((RIN1625–AA87) (Docket No. USCG–2011– 
0906)) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on December 5, 2012; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–8522. A communication from the Attor-
ney-Advisor, U.S. Coast Guard, Department 
of Homeland Security, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Se-
curity Zones; USCGC WILLIAM FLORES 
Commissioning Ceremony, Ybor Channel; 
Tampa, FL’’ ((RIN1625–AA87) (Docket No. 
USCG–2012–0885)) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on December 5, 2012; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

EC–8523. A communication from the Attor-
ney-Advisor, U.S. Coast Guard, Department 
of Homeland Security, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Se-
curity Zone; James River, Kingsmill Resort, 
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